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duets. Another source of entertainment was the
weekly debate, more often amusing than instruc-
tive, when men argued heatedly upon subjects of
which they had little or no knowledge. The
following was an amusing exception.

After dinner a Tennyson v. Browning competition
which resulted from a discussion as to their respective
merits yesterday. Shackle upheld Browning and Ber-
nacchi Tennyson. Each had to choose a passage from
his own author on various subjects such as Love, Science,
Philosophy, Wit, Art, Beauty. They read these out to
us and we voted. Tennyson won by several votes.

With reference to the day's routine of work
Scott wrote :

It would be difficult to say who is the most diligent,
but perhaps the palm would be given to Wilson, who is
always at work; every rough sketch made since we
started is reproduced in an enlarged and detailed form
until we now possess a splendid pictorial representation
of the whole coast-line of Victoria Land. Wilson starts
his day early by an examination of the breakfast food ;
his next business is to see to the ventilation of the living-
spaces, which he does so thoroughly that when we come
to breakfast there is no complaint about the freshness
of the air, though occasionally people appear in fur mitts
as a mute protest against the temperature. He next
takes the eight o'clock meteorological observations, and
after the men are told off for the work of the day his
business takes him to the superintendence of those who
are detailed for bird-skinning and who carry on this
work in the main hut. Under his direction a few of the
men, and especially Gross, have become quite expert
taxidermists, and the collection of prepared skins is
gradually growing. The rest of his day is devoted to
working up sketches and zoological notes, making those
deHghtful drawings for the South Polar Times, without
which that publication would lose its excellence, and
performing a hundred and one kindly offices for all on
He and Shackleton generally journey together